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Francis, a great-great-grandson of Charles V' but with two male cousins closer to the throne than he — born
without any expectations of a brilliant career, except by his doting mother — became heir presumptive at the
age of four, and king at the age of twenty. He was already an experienced soldier and he began his reign with
a successful campaign to regain the Milanese, the gateway to Italy. Wars and intrigues figured largely
throughout his life— much, if not al, the product of the lasting jealousy and resentment that subsisted
between Francis and his subtler rival, Charles V of Spain who thwarted Francisin his desire to be elected
Holy Roman Emperor and much later captured and held Francis prisoner.

Asking, Francis was served by many noble and notable soldiers and statesmen whose lives and, too often
early deathsin battle, are described. He also experienced treachery and treason, ranging from the man he had
created Constable of France on his accession, the Duke of Bourbon, to his own mistress, the Duchess of
Etampes. It's quite enlightening to see how much of the fortunes of war was determined by this or that
commander'sfit of the sulks at some real or imagined slight.

Francis was not merely asoldier. He was a noted patron of the arts, drawing scholars and artists to France,
expanding the royal library, and engaging in splendid building works.

This Kindle edition contains both volumes of the original publication.

If you would like to see portraits of some of the people mentioned in the book, please visit Pinterest at
https://www.pinterest.com/kindleifier/

Other Kindle titles which illuminate this period include:

— The Pearl of Princesses: The Life of Marguerite of Angouleme, Queen of Navarre by H Noel

Williamg BOOWOJUGWM], about Francis's sister, and including a good deal of information about their
mother and about Francis himself.

— The Story of the Chevalier Bayard from the French of the Loyal Servant [BOOTMMDHHA], the primary
source of information about the life of Bayard.

— Blaise de Monluc, selections [BOOTZAQ7HG]. Extracts from the personal memoirs of Monluc, who
fought for Francis and later became Marshal of France
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From reader reviews:
Lois Silvey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you thiskind of The Life and
Times of Francisthe First, King of France book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Eric Reynolds:

The publication with title The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France has |ot of information that
you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Helen Tate:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Life and Times of Francis
the First, King of France which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Dave Arreola;

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France
or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Life and Times of Francisthe First, King of France to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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