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Religion was thought to be part of the problem in Ireland and incapable of turning itself into part of the
solution. Many commentators deny the churches a role in Northern Ireland's peace process or belittle it,
focusing on the few well-known events of church involvement and the small number of high profile religious
peacebuilders. This new study seeks to correct various misapprehensions about the role of the churches by
pointing to their major achievements in both the social and political dimensions of the peace process, by
small-scale, lesser-known religious peacebuilders as well as major players. The churches are not treated
lightly or sentimentally and major weaknesses in their contribution are highlighted. The study challenges the
view that ecumenism was the main religious driver of the peace process, focusing instead on the role of
evangelicals, it warns against romanticising civil society, pointing to its regressive aspects and counter-
productive activities, and queries the relevance of the idea of 'spiritual capital' to understanding the role of
the churches in post-conflict reconstruction, which the churches largely ignore.

This book is written by three 'insiders' to church peacebuilding in Northern Ireland, who bring their insight
and expertise as sociologists to bear in their analysis of four-years in-depth interviewing with a wide cross
section of people involved in the peace process, including church leaders and rank-and-file, members of
political parties, prime ministers, paramilitary organisations, community development and civil society
groups, as well as government politicians and advisors. Many of these are speaking for the first time about
the role of religious peacebuilding in Northern Ireland, and doing so with remarkable candour. The volume
allows the Northern Irish case study to speak to other conflicts where religion is thought to be problematic by
developing a conceptual framework to understand religious peacebuilding.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Religion,
Civil Society, and Peace in Northern Ireland book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Linda Poteat:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Religion, Civil Society, and Peace in Northern Ireland
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mindy Simmons:

The e-book untitled Religion, Civil Society, and Peace in Northern Ireland is the guide that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of Religion, Civil Society, and Peace in Northern Ireland from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Wayne Robinson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Religion, Civil Society, and Peace in Northern Ireland can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.
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