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This pioneering book reevaluates the place of converts from Judaism in the narrative of Jewish history. Long
considered beyond the pale of Jewish historiography, converts played a central role in shaping both noxious
and positive images of Jews and Judaism for Christian readers. Focusing on German Jews who converted to
Christianity in the sixteenth through mid-eighteenth centuries, Elisheva Carlebach explores an extensive and
previously unexamined trove of their memoirs and other writings. These fascinating original sources
illuminate the Jewish communities that the converts left, the Christian society they entered, and the
unabating tensions between the two worlds in early modern German history.

The book begins with the medieval images of converts from Judaism and traces the hurdles to social
acceptance that they encountered in Germany through early modern times. Carlebach examines the converts’
complicated search for community, a quest that was to characterize much of Jewish modernity, and she
concludes with a consideration of the converts’ painful legacies to the Jewish experience in German lands.

“Carlebach’s reading of autobiographical texts by converts from Judaism is careful, intelligent, and
skeptical--a model of how to treat spiritual memoirs.”--Todd M. Endelman,
University of Michigan

“This superb book highlights the ambiguous identities of these boundary crossers and their impact on both
German and Jewish self-definitions.”--Paula E. Hyman, Yale University

Elisheva Carlebach is professor of history at Queens College and the Graduate Center, City University of
New York. She is the author of The Pursuit of Heresy: Rabbi Moses Hagiz and the Sabbatian Controversies,
winner of the National Jewish Book Award for Jewish History, and coeditor of Jewish History and Jewish
Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

The book Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in
Germany, 1500-1750. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Edward Salazar:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Divided Souls: Converts from
Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kay Roberts:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750, you are able to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Samantha Graham:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book
Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Divided Souls:
Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750. You can more attractive than now.
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