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In this pioneering study of the shifting status of the emperor within court society and the relationship
between the state and the Buddhist community during the Heian period (794u1185), Asuka Sango details the
complex ways in which the emperor and other elite ruling groups employed Buddhist ritual to legitimate
their authority. Although considered a descendant of the sun goddess, Amaterasu, the emperor used Buddhist
idiom, particularly the ideal king as depicted in the Golden Light S?tra , to express his right to rule.
SangoAEs book is the first to focus on the ideals presented in the s?tra to demonstrate how the ritual
enactment of imperial authority was essential to justifying political power. These ideals became the basis of a
number of court-sponsored rituals, the most important of which was the emperorAEs Misai-e Assembly.
Sango deft ly traces the changes in the assemblyAEs format and status throughout the era and the signifi cant
shift s in the Japanese polity that mirrored them. In illuminating the details of these changes, she challenges
dominant scholarly models that presume the gradual decline of the political and liturgical influenceof the
emperor over the course of the era. She also compels a reconsideration of Buddhism during the Heian as
ostate Buddhismo by showing that monks intervened in creating the stateAEs policy toward the religion to
their own advantage. Her analysis further challenges the common view that Buddhism of the time was
characterized by the growth of private esoteric rites at the expense of exoteric doctrinal learning. The Halo of
Golden Light draws on a wide range of primary sourcesufrom official annals and diaries written by courtiers
and monks to ecclesiastical records and Buddhist textsumany of them translated or analyzed for the first time
in English. In so doing, the work brings to the surface surprising facets in the negotiations between religious
ideas and practices and the Buddhist community and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Genia Vanderford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual
in Heian Japan. Try to the actual book The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in
Heian Japan as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Crystal Thomas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and
Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Betsy Haley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan.

Diana Erickson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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