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Maryann Burk Carver met Raymond Carver in 1955, when she was fifteen years old and he was seventeen.
In What It Used to Be Like, she recounts a tale of love at first sight in which two teenagers got to know each
other by sharing a two-year long-distance correspondence that soon after found them married and with two
small children.

Over the next twenty-five years, as Carver's fame grew, the family led a nomadic life, moving from school to
school and teaching post to teaching post. In 1972, they settled in Cupertino, California, where Raymond
Carver gave his wife one of his sharpened pencils and asked her to write an account of their history.

The result is a memoir of a marriage, replete with an intimacy of detail that fully reveals the talents and
failings of this larger-than-life man, his complicated relationships, and his profound loves and losses. What It
Used to Be Like brings to light for the first time Raymond Carver's lost years and the "stories behind the
stories" of this brilliant writer.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of
My Marriage to Raymond Carver is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David George:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The What It Used
to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver provide you with new experience in studying a
book.

Jennifer Stanley:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My
Marriage to Raymond Carver can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Carlton Wood:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
One of many books in the top record in your reading list is What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My
Marriage to Raymond Carver. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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