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One of America's most popular Jewish writers, Chaim Potok (b. 1929) is the author of such novels as The
Chosen (1967), The Promise (1969), The Book of Lights (1981), and Davita's Harp (1985). Each of his
novels explores the tension between tradition and modernity, and the clash between Jewish culture and
contemporary Western civilization, which he calls "core-to-core culture confrontation."

Although primarily known as a novelist, Potok is an ordained Conservative rabbi and a world-class Judaic
scholar who has also published children's books, theological discourses, biographies, and histories.

Conversations with Chaim Potok presents interviews ranging from 1976 to 1999. Potok discusses the broad
range of his writing and the deep influence of non-Jewish novels-in particular, Evelyn Waugh's Brideshead
Revisited and James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man-on his work. Interviews bear witness to
Potok's many other influences-Orthodox Jewish doctrine, Freudian psychoanalytical theory, Picasso's
Guernica, and Jewish kabbalah mysticism.

Though labeled an American Jewish writer, Potok argues that Flannery O'Connor should then be called an
American Catholic writer and John Updike an American Protestant writer. "In his mind," editor Daniel
Walden writes, "just as Faulkner was a writer focused on a particular place, Oxford, Mississippi, . . . so
Potok's territory was a small section of New York City."

Potok often explores conflict in his writings and in his interviews. Strict Jewish teachings deem fiction an
artifice and therefore unnecessary, yet since the age of sixteen Potok has been driven to write novels. At the
root of all of these conversations is Potok's intense interest in the turmoil between Jewish culture, religion,
and tradition and what he calls "Western secular humanism."

As he discusses his work, he continually includes broader issues, such as the state of Jewish literature and
art, pointing out with pride and enthusiasm his belief that Jewish culture, in the twentieth century, has finally
begun to have a significant role in producing and shaping the world's art and literature. Whether discussing
the finer details of Talmudic textual analysis or his period of chaplaincy during the Korean War, Potok is
articulate and philosophical, bringing deep consideration into what may seem small subjects. Although his
novels and histories take place primarily in the recent past, the Chaim Potok that emerges from this
collection is a writer deeply rooted in the tensions of the present.

Daniel Walden is Professor Emeritus of American Studies, English and Comparative Literature at Penn State
University. He has written or edited several books, including On Being Jewish (1974), Twentieth Century
American Jewish Writers (1984), The World of Chaim Potok (1985), and American Jewish Poets: The Roots
and the Stems (1990).
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Conversations with Chaim
Potok (Literary Conversations)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Edward Florez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Conversations with Chaim
Potok (Literary Conversations). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Kevin Adams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Conversations with Chaim Potok
(Literary Conversations) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Shirley Davenport:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Conversations with Chaim Potok (Literary Conversations) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get just before. The Conversations with Chaim Potok (Literary Conversations) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?
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