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Alexis de Tocqueville was among the first to draw attention to Americans’ propensity to form voluntary
associations—and to join them with a fervor and frequency unmatched anywhere in the world. For nearly
two centuries, we have sought to understand how and why early nineteenth-century Americans were, in
Tocqueville’s words, “forever forming associations.” In The Making of Tocqueville’s America, Kevin
Butterfield argues that to understand this, we need to first ask: what did membership really mean to the
growing number of affiliated Americans?

Butterfield explains that the first generations of American citizens found in the concept of membership—in
churches, fraternities, reform societies, labor unions, and private business corporations—a mechanism to
balance the tension between collective action and personal autonomy, something they accomplished by
emphasizing law and procedural fairness. As this post-Revolutionary procedural culture developed, so too
did the legal substructure of American civil society. Tocqueville, then, was wrong to see associations as the
training ground for democracy, where people learned to honor one another’s voices and perspectives. Rather,
they were the training ground for something no less valuable to the success of the American democratic
experiment: increasingly formal and legalistic relations among people.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Making of
Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900)
book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bobby Miller:

Typically the book The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early United States
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Rose Miller:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you is The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American
Beginnings, 1500-1900) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why
this book suitable all of you.

Santiago Bronson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and
Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Making of Tocqueville's
America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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