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From the 1930s through the 1970s, Chinese American owned supermarkets located outside of Chinatown,
catering to a non-Chinese clientele, and featuring mainstream American foods and other products and
services rose to prominence and phenomenal success in Northern California, only to decline as union
regulations and competition from national chains made their operation unprofitable. Alfred Yee’s study of
this trajectory is an insider’s view of a fascinating era in Asian American immigration and entrepreneurship.
Drawing on oral interviews with individuals who worked in the business during its peak and decline, he
presents an accessible history that illustrates how this once-thriving business fostered the social and
economic integration of Chinese Americans into life in the United States.

Yee demonstrates how Chinese American supermarkets were able to sell American groceries at reduced
prices by using the cheap labor of family members and Chinese immigrants whose entry to the United States
had been sponsored by their employers. This type of symbiotic relationship was eventually undermined by
labor unions’ demands that employees be covered by labor laws and fully compensated for all hours worked.
Also contributing to the ultimate demise of Chinese American supermarkets were increasing costs of
capitalization and operation, the dominance of national chain stores, and difficulties arising from traditional
Chinese methods of business management.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Linneman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern
California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Lavonne Ouellette:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American
Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Joseph Lewis:

You can find this Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott
and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.

June Slater:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your personal teacher
or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial number of



sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese
American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies).
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