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Y ou won't need luggage for this hypothetical and hilarious trip into the hearts and minds of Beppe
Severgnini’sfellow Italians. In fact, Beppe would prefer if you left behind the baggage his crafty and elegant
countrymen have smuggled into your subconscious. To get to his Italia, you'll need to forget about your
idealized notions of Italy. Although La Bella Figura will take you to legendary cities and scenic regions,
your real destinations are the places where Italians are at their best, worst, and most authentic:

The highway: in America, ared light has only one possible interpretation—Stop! An Italian red light
doesn’t warn or order you as much as provide an invitation for reflection.

Theairport: where Italians prove that one of their virtues (an appreciation for beauty) isreally avice. Who
caresif the beautiful girls hawking cell phonesin airport kiosks stick you with an outdated model? That’ s the
price of gazing upon perfection.

The small town: which demonstrates the Italian genius for pleasant living: “acongenial barber . . . awell-
stocked newsstand . . . professionally made coffee and a proper pizza; bell towers we can recognize in the
distance, and people with akind word and a smile for everyone.”

The chaos of the roads, the anarchy of the office, the theatrical spirit of the hypermarkets, and garrulous train
journeys, the sensory reassurance of a church and the importance of the beach; the solitude of the soccer
stadium and the crowded Italian bedroom; the vertical fixations of the apartment building and the horizontal
democracy of the eat-in kitchen. As you venture to these and many other locations rooted in the Italian
psyche, you realize that Beppe has become your Dante and shown you a country that “has too much styleto
be hell” but is“too disorderly to be heaven.”

Ten days, thirty places. From north to south. From food to politics. From saintliness to sexuality. Thisironic,

methodical, and sentimental examination will help you understand why Italy—as Beppe says—" can have
you fuming and then purring in the space of a hundred meters or ten minutes.”
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From reader reviews:
Harold Baughman:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled LaBellaFigura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The LaBellaFigura: A Field Guideto the Italian Mind giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life
on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Virginia Gauvin:

ThisLaBellaFigura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book revea it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out
no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having La BellaFigura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind in your hand like
having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no publication that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Tammy Jones:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. ThisLaBellaFigura: A Field Guide to the Italian
Mind is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much
spaceto bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.

Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Herbert Oakley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular LaBellaFigura: A Field Guide to the Italian
Mind can give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have LaBellaFigura: A Field Guide to
the Italian Mind.
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