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Using newly released documents, the author presents an integrated look at American nuclear policy and
diplomacy in crises from the Berlin blockade to Vietnam. The book answers the question why, when the
atomic bomb had been used with such devastating effect against the Japanese Empire in 1945, American
leaders put this most apocalyptic of weapons back on the shelf, never to be used again in anger. It documents
the myopia of Potomac strategists in involving the U.S. in wars of attrition in Korea and Southeast Asia,
marginal areas where American vital interests were in no way endangered. Despite the presence of hundreds,
then thousands of nuclear bombs and warheads in the nation's stockpile, the greatest military weapon in
history became politically impossible to use. And yet overwhelming nuclear superiority did serve its ultimate
purpose in the Cold War. When American vital interests were threatened—over Berlin and Cuba—the
Soviets backed down from confrontation. Despite errors in strategic judgment brought on by fear of
Communist expansion, and in some cases outright incompetence, the ace in the hole proved decisive.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ace in the Hole: Why the United
States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies)
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Scott Bush:

The event that you get from Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the
Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies) is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965
(Contributions in Military Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War,
1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies) instantly.

Michael Clark:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to
1965 (Contributions in Military Studies).

Lee Fuller:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use
Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies) why because the great



cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.
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