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This book is a cross-linguistic study of the syntax of yes-no questions and their answers, drawing on data
from a wide range of languages with particular focus on English, Finnish, Swedish, Thai, and Chinese. There
are broadly two types of answer to yes-no questions: those that employ particles such as 'yes' and 'no' (as
found in English) and those that echo a part of the question, usually the finite verb, with or without negation
(as found in Finnish). The latter are uncontroversially derived by ellipsis, while the former have been
claimed to be clause substitutes. Anders Holmberg argues instead that even answers that employ particles are
complete sentences, derived by ellipsis from full sentential expressions, and that the two types share essential
syntactic properties. The book also examines the related cross-linguistic and intralinguistic variation
observed in answers to negative questions such as 'does he not drink coffee?', whereby 'yes' in one language
appears to correspond to 'no' in another.

The book illustrates how a seemingly trivial phenomenon can have the most wide-ranging consequences for
theories of language, and will be of interest not only to theoretical linguists but also to students and scholars
of typological and descriptive linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Syntax of Yes and No is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dorothy Walker:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Syntax of Yes and No book is readable by simply you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Syntax of Yes and No
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Syntax of Yes and No is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Barbra Poole:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Syntax of Yes and No, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Carmelita Ratliff:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Syntax of Yes and No is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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