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The role of religion in early American literature has been endlessly studied; the role of the law has been
virtually ignored. Robert A. Ferguson's book seeks to correct this imbalance.

With the Revolution, Ferguson demonstrates, the lawyer replaced the clergyman as the dominant intellectual
force in the new nation. Lawyers wrote the first important plays, novels, and poems; as gentlemen of letters
they controlled many of the journals and literary societies; and their education in the law led to a controlling
aesthetic that shaped both the civic and the imaginative literature of the early republic. An awareness of this
aesthetic enables us to see works as diverse as Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia and Irving's
burlesque History of New York as unified texts, products of the legal mind of the time.

The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the great political orations were written by lawyers,
and so too were the literary works of Trumbull, Tyler, Brackenridge, Charles Brockden Brown, William
Cullen Bryant, Richard Henry Dana, Jr., and a dozen other important writers. To recover the original
meaning and context of these writings is to gain new understanding of a whole era of American culture.

The nexus of law and letters persisted for more than a half-century. Ferguson explores a range of factors that
contributed to its gradual dissolution: the yielding of neoclassicism to romanticism; the changing role of the
writer; the shift in the lawyer's stance from generalist to specialist and from ideological spokesman to
tactician of compromise; the onslaught of Jacksonian democracy and the problems of a country torn by
sectional strife. At the same time, he demonstrates continuities with the American Renaissance. And in
Abraham Lincoln he sees a memorable late flowering of the earlier tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hunter:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Law and Letters in American Culture
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

William Reynolds:

This Law and Letters in American Culture are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Law and Letters in American Culture can be on the list of great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Law and Letters in American
Culture giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shelia Lopez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Law and Letters in American Culture can be
fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Brenda Rodriguez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is Law and Letters in American Culture. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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