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In United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics, Zachary D.
Kaufman explores the U.S. government's support for, or opposition to, certain transitional justice institutions.
By first presenting an overview of possible responses to atrocities (such as war crimes tribunals) and then
analyzing six historical case studies, Kaufman evaluates why and how the United States has pursued
particular transitional justice options since World War II.

This book challenges the "legalist" paradigm, which postulates that liberal states pursue war crimes tribunals
because their decision-makers hold a principled commitment to the rule of law. Kaufman develops an
alternative theory-"prudentialism"-which contends that any state (liberal or illiberal) may support bona fide
war crimes tribunals. More generally, prudentialism proposes that states pursue transitional justice options,
not out of strict adherence to certain principles, but as a result of a case-specific balancing of politics,
pragmatics, and normative beliefs. Kaufman tests these two competing theories through the U.S. experience
in six contexts: Germany and Japan after World War II, the 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103, the 1990-
1991 Iraqi offenses against Kuwaitis, the atrocities in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, and the 1994
Rwandan genocide.

Kaufman demonstrates that political and pragmatic factors featured as or more prominently in U.S.
transitional justice policy than did U.S. government officials' normative beliefs. Kaufman thus concludes
that, at least for the United States, prudentialism is superior to legalism as an explanatory theory in
transitional justice policymaking.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide United States Law and Policy on
Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or appropriate book with you?

Karla Walker:

United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics yet doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Mary Grays:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles,
Politics, and Pragmatics this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Chung England:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice:
Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern



era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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