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Restored to its original splendor, Montpelier is now a national shrine, but before Montpelier became a place
of study and tribute, it was a home. Often kept from it by the business of the young nation, James and Dolley
Madison could finally take up permanent residence when they retired from Washington in 1817. Their
lifelong friend Thomas Jefferson predicted that, at Montpelier, the retiring Madison could return to his
"books and farm, to tranquility, and independence," that he would be released "from incessant labors,
corroding anxieties, active enemies, and interested friends."

As the celebrated historian Ralph Ketcham shows, this would turn out to be only partly true. Although the
Madisons were no longer in Washington, Dolley continued to take part in its social scene from afar,
dominating it just as she had during Jefferson’s and her husband’s administrations, commenting on people
and events there and advising the multitude of young people who thought of her as the creator of society life
in the young republic. James maintained a steady correspondence about public questions ranging from
Native American affairs, slavery, and utopian reform to religion and education. He also took an active role at
the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1829-30, in the defeat of nullification, and in the establishment of
the University of Virginia, of which he was the rector for eight years after Jefferson’s death. Exploring
Madison’s role in these post-presidential issues reveals a man of extraordinary intellectual vitality and helps
us to better understand Madison’s political thought. His friendships with figures such as Jefferson, James
Monroe, and the Marquis de Lafayette--as well as his assessment of them (he outlived them all)--shed
valuable light on the nature of the republic they had all helped found.

In their last years, James and Dolley Madison personified the republican institutions and culture of the new
nation--James as the father of the Constitution and its chief propounder for nearly half a century, and Dolley
as the creator of the role of "First Lady." Anything but uneventful, the retirement period at Montpelier should
be seen as a crucial element in our understanding of this remarkable couple.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding Couple.

Roger Waldrop:

Often the book The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding Couple has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Beverly Turner:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding Couple
this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable
all of you.

Molly Salazar:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding
Couple can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Madisons at Montpelier:
Reflections on the Founding Couple.
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