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“Teach your children well. It’s easier to sing than do. Erika Christakis wants to foment a revolution in
early childhood education, and with this deeply insightful, scientifically grounded, and utterly original
book, she may just get her way.”
—Dan Gilbert, author of Stumbling on Happiness

A bold challenge to the conventional wisdom about early childhood, with a pragmatic program to
encourage parents and teachers to rethink how and where young children learn best by taking the
child’s eye view of the learning environment
 
To a four-year-old watching bulldozers at a construction site or chasing butterflies in flight, the world is
awash with promise. Little children come into the world hardwired to learn in virtually any setting and about
any matter. Yet in today’s preschool and kindergarten classrooms, learning has been reduced to scripted
lessons and suspect metrics that too often undervalue a child’s intelligence while overtaxing the child’s
growing brain. These mismatched expectations wreak havoc on the family: parents fear that if they choose
the “wrong” program, their child won’t get into the “right” college. But Yale early childhood expert Erika
Christakis says our fears are wildly misplaced. Our anxiety about preparing and safeguarding our children’s
future seems to have reached a fever pitch at a time when, ironically, science gives us more certainty than
ever before that young children are exceptionally strong thinkers.
            In her pathbreaking book, Christakis explains what it’s like to be a young child in America today, in a
world designed by and for adults, where we have confused schooling with learning. She offers real-life
solutions to real-life issues, with nuance and direction that takes us far beyond the usual prescriptions for
fewer tests, more play. She looks at children’s use of language, their artistic expressions, the way their
imaginations grow, and how they build deep emotional bonds to stretch the boundaries of their small worlds.
Rather than clutter their worlds with more and more stuff, sometimes the wisest course for us is to learn how
to get out of their way.
            Christakis’s message is energizing and reassuring: young children are inherently powerful, and they
(and their parents) will flourish when we learn new ways of restoring the vital early learning environment to
one that is best suited to the littlest learners. This bold and pragmatic challenge to the conventional wisdom
peels back the mystery of childhood, revealing a place that’s rich with possibility.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Valadez:

This The Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers
Really Need from Grownups without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers Really Need from
Grownups can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Importance of Being Little: What
Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Bonds:

The publication untitled The Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups is
the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Importance of Being Little: What
Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Frances Stone:

This The Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups is new way for you
who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Importance of Being Little: What Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Shawn Hernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is



very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Importance of Being Little: What
Preschoolers Really Need from Grownups.
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