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This is a comprehensive account of the semantics and the implementation of the whole Lisp family of
languages, namely Lisp, Scheme and related dialects. It describes 11 interpreters and 2 compilers, including
very recent techniques of interpretation and compilation. The book is in two parts. The first starts from a
simple evaluation function and enriches it with multiple name spaces, continuations and side-effects with
commented variants, while at the same time the language used to define these features is reduced to a simple
lambda-calculus. Denotational semantics is then naturally introduced. The second part focuses more on
implementation techniques and discusses precompilation for fast interpretation: threaded code or bytecode;
compilation towards C. Some extensions are also described such as dynamic evaluation, reflection, macros
and objects. This will become the new standard reference for people wanting to know more about the Lisp
family of languages: how they work, how they are implemented, what their variants are and why such
variants exist. The full code is supplied (and also available over the Net). A large bibliography is given as
well as a considerable number of exercises. Thus it may also be used by students to accompany second
courses on Lisp or Scheme.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Matias:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Lisp in Small Pieces why because the amazing cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Virgie Tauber:

Beside that Lisp in Small Pieces in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Lisp in
Small Pieces because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Hilary Rangel:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Lisp in Small Pieces. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Shelly Reder:

You can get this Lisp in Small Pieces by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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