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Vast interior spaces have become ubiquitous in the contemporary city. The soaring atriums and concourses
of mega-hotels, shopping malls and transport interchanges define an increasingly normal experience of being
'inside' in a city. Yet such spaces are also subject to intense criticism and claims that they can destroy the
quality of a city's authentic life 'on the outside'.

Interior Urbanism explores the roots of this contemporary tension between inside and outside, identifying
and analysing the concept of interior urbanism and tracing its history back to the works of John Portman and
Associates in 1960s and 70s America. Portman – increasingly recognised as an influential yet understudied
figure – was responsible for projects such as Peachtree Center in Atlanta and the Los Angeles Bonaventure
Hotel, developments that employed vast internal atriums to define a world of possibilities not just for hotels
and commercial spaces, but for the future of the American downtown amid the upheavals of the 1960s and
70s.

The book analyses Portman's architecture in order to reconsider major contexts of debate in architecture and
urbanism in this period, including the massive expansion of a commercial imperative in architecture, shifts in
the governance and development of cities amid social and economic instability, the rise of postmodernism
and critical urban studies, and the defence of the street and public space amid the continual upheavals of
urban development.

In this way the book reconsiders the American city at a crucial time in its development, identifying lessons
for how we consider the forces at work, and the spaces produced, in cities in the present.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Interior
Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get prior to. The Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown
America giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Mark Giordano:

Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Victor Shepard:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and
Downtown America was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Interior
Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Deanna Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Interior Urbanism:
Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America.
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