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This book tells the extraordinary story of how the function of the first- and so far almost the only- human
organ was replaced by a machine, and the "artificial kidney" entered medical and public folk-lore. A
practical articial kidney, or dialyser, came by advances in science followed by the acquisition of new
synthetic materials which made the application of these ideas possible. However it was the dedication and
persistence of a number of talented pioneers who pressed ahead against professional oppostion to achieve
success, first in the treatment of temporary, recoverable kidney failure, and then permanent renal shut-down
which made it a success. The apparent high cost and limited availability of this form of treatment
immediately raised ethical questiond which had never been questioned before, centering around equity of
access to treatment, when and if treatment could be denied, and- worst of all- the agonising decision of when,
once established, it should be stopped. Spiralling costs as the true number of people with kidney failure
became evident raised major political and financial questions, which were addressed in different countries in
different ways which reflected- but also helped change- patterns of how medical care is provided. In
developed countries, the problem could be solved by allocating a disproportionate amount of money to the
treatment of relatively few kidney patients, but in the developing world the cost of treatment still limits its
availability, as it does all forms of modern health care. Nevertheless, today almost one million people world-
wide are maintained alive following terminal kidney failure, two thirds of them by various forms of dialysis
and the remainder bearing kidney transplants, almost always placed after a period on dialysis. The story is
also the sum of the often heroic lives of these hundreds of thousands of patients, a few of whom have today
been maintained alive and active for more than 35 years, and many of whom suffered known, but also
unexpected complications as a result of their treatment.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Lazarus:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve A History of the Treatment of Renal Failure by
Dialysis will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Sharon Doyle:

The actual book A History of the Treatment of Renal Failure by Dialysis will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A History of the Treatment of Renal Failure
by Dialysis is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Carolyn Treece:

The actual book A History of the Treatment of Renal Failure by Dialysis has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Roxie Jenkins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually A History of the Treatment of Renal Failure by Dialysis
why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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