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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “A novel to cure your Downton Abbey withdrawal . . . a
delightful story about nontraditional romantic relationships, class snobbery and the everybody-
knows-everybody complications of living in a small community.”—The Washington Post

The bestselling author of Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand returns with a breathtaking novel of love on the eve
of World War I that reaches far beyond the small English town in which it is set.
 
East Sussex, 1914. It is the end of England’s brief Edwardian summer, and everyone agrees that the weather
has never been so beautiful. Hugh Grange, down from his medical studies, is visiting his Aunt Agatha, who
lives with her husband in the small, idyllic coastal town of Rye. Agatha’s husband works in the Foreign
Office, and she is certain he will ensure that the recent saber rattling over the Balkans won’t come to
anything. And Agatha has more immediate concerns; she has just risked her carefully built reputation by
pushing for the appointment of a woman to replace the Latin master.
 
When Beatrice Nash arrives with one trunk and several large crates of books, it is clear she is significantly
more freethinking—and attractive—than anyone believes a Latin teacher should be. For her part, mourning
the death of her beloved father, who has left her penniless, Beatrice simply wants to be left alone to pursue
her teaching and writing.
 
But just as Beatrice comes alive to the beauty of the Sussex landscape and the colorful characters who
populate Rye, the perfect summer is about to end. For despite Agatha’s reassurances, the unimaginable is
coming. Soon the limits of progress, and the old ways, will be tested as this small Sussex town and its
inhabitants go to war.
 
Praise for The Summer Before the War
 
“What begins as a study of a small-town society becomes a compelling account of war and its
aftermath.”—Woman’s Day
 
“This witty character study of how a small English town reacts to the 1914 arrival of its first female teacher
offers gentle humor wrapped in a hauntingly detailed story.”—Good Housekeeping
 
“Perfect for readers in a post–Downton Abbey slump . . . The gently teasing banter between two kindred
spirits edging slowly into love is as delicately crafted as a bone-china teacup. . . . More than a high-toned
romantic reverie for Anglophiles—though it serves the latter purpose, too.”—The Seattle Times
 
“[Helen Simonson’s] characters are so vivid, it’s as if a PBS series has come to life. There’s scandal, star-
crossed love and fear, but at its heart, The Summer Before the War is about loyalty, love and
family.”—AARP: The Magazine

“This luminous story of a family, a town, and a world in their final moments of innocence is as lingering and
lovely as a long summer sunset.”—Annie Barrows, author of The Truth According to Us and co-author
of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society



 
“Simonson is like a Jane Austen for our day and age—she is that good—and The Summer Before the War is
nothing short of a treasure.”—Paula McLain, author of The Paris Wife and Circling the Sun

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Summer
Before the War: A Novel suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Summer Before the War: A Novelis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Terry Sugg:

This The Summer Before the War: A Novel is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Summer Before the
War: A Novel in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Maria Tate:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Summer Before the War: A
Novel which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Kevin Hamby:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Summer Before the War: A Novel can give you a
lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Summer Before the War: A Novel.
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