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Theauthor of American Nations examinesthe history of and solutionsto the key American question:
how best to reconcileindividual liberty with the maintenance of a free society

The struggle between individual rights and the good of the community as a whole has been the basis of
nearly every major disagreement in our history, from the debates at the Constitutional Convention and in the
run up to the Civil War to the fights surrounding the agendas of the Federalists, the Progressives, the New
Dedlers, the civil rights movement, and the Tea Party. In American Character, Colin Woodard traces these
two key strands in American politics through the four centuries of the nation’s existence, from the first
colonies through the Gilded Age, Great Depression and the present day, and he explores how different
regions of the country have successfully or disastrously accommodated them. The independent streak found
its most pernicious form in the antebellum South but was balanced in the Gilded Age by communitarian
reform efforts; the New Deal was an example of a successful coalition between communitarian-minded
Eastern elites and Southerners.

Woodard argues that maintaining aliberal democracy, a society where mass human freedom is possible,
requires finding a balance between protecting individual liberty and nurturing a free society. Going to either
libertarian or collectivist extremes results in tyranny. But where does the “sweet spot” lie in the United
States, afederation of disparate regional cultures that have always strongly disagreed on these issues?
Woodard leads readers on ariveting and revealing journey through four centuries of struggle,
experimentation, successes and failures to provide an answer. His historically informed and pragmatic
suggestions on how to achieve this balance and break the nation’s political deadlock will be of interest to
anyone who cares about the current American predicament—political, ideological, and sociological.
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From reader reviews:
Francis Dawson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
gpare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every individua has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this kind of American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between
Individual Liberty and the Common Good to read.

Richard Twombly:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this American Character: A History of
the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
init asyou know.

John Barrow:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But a so they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this American
Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good.

Rita Merritt:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is known as
of book American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common
Good. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most essentia that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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