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Lines of Thought addresses how we are able to think about abstract possibilities: How can we think about
math, despite the immateriality of numbers, sets, and other mathematical entities? How are we able to think
about what might have happened if history had taken a different turn? Questions like these turn up in nearly
every part of cognitive science, and they are central to our human position of having only limited knowledge
concerning what is or might be true. Because we cannot experience hypothetical or future events or abstract
concepts, we cannot use our ordinary sense of perception or memory to think about these subjects, so what
underlies our ability to make these assumptions?
Lance Rips explores people's beliefs about possibilities as they arise in the context of basic concepts,
including numbers, causality, and reasons. He argues that beliefs about these concepts cannot be
meaningfully reduced to perceptual information, remembered instances, or probabilities. He also claims that
analogies to cognitive perception models are equally unhelpful in understanding what makes thinking of
possibilities possible. Instead, he makes the case that our abilities here depend on the intrinsic hardwiring of
the human mind.
Lines of Thought provides an overview and a point of view on research in higher-level cognitive science,
integrating theories from psychology, philosophy, and linguistics. The book is written in an accessible style
that will provide students with essential background for their own thoughts about this domain.
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

The book Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in Cognitive Psychology can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Lines of Thought:
Central Concepts in Cognitive Psychology? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in Cognitive Psychology has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Perez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in
Cognitive Psychology is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tony Sanford:

This Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in Cognitive Psychology tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in
Cognitive Psychology can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Lines of Thought: Central Concepts in Cognitive
Psychology giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Miranda Durkee:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Lines of Thought:
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