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How have millions of American Christians come to measure spiritual progress in terms of their financial
status and physical well-being? How has the movement variously called Word of Faith, Health and Wealth,
Name It and Claim It, or simply prosperity gospel come to dominate much of our contemporary religious
landscape?

Kate Bowler's Blessed is the first book to fully explore the origins, unifying themes, and major figures of a
burgeoning movement that now claims millions of followers in America. Bowler traces the roots of the
prosperity gospel: from the touring mesmerists, metaphysical sages, pentecostal healers, business oracles,
and princely prophets of the early 20th century; through mid-century positive thinkers like Norman Vincent
Peale and revivalists like Oral Roberts and Kenneth Hagin; to today's hugely successful prosperity preachers.
Bowler focuses on such contemporary figures as Creflo Dollar, pastor of Atlanta's 30,000-member World
Changers Church International; Joel Osteen, known as "the smiling preacher," with a weekly audience of
seven million; T. D. Jakes, named by Time magazine one of America's most influential new religious
leaders; Joyce Meyer, evangelist and women's empowerment guru; and many others. At almost any moment,
day or night, the American public can tune in to these preachers-on TV, radio, podcasts, and in their
megachurches-to hear the message that God desires to bless them with wealth and health. Bowler offers an
interpretive framework for scholars and general readers alike to understand the diverse expressions of
Christian abundance as a cohesive movement bound by shared understandings and common goals.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Milbourn:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Ward Beaver:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Blessed: A History of the American
Prosperity Gospel is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Noah Gardner:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity
Gospel or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Bruce Williamson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel when you essential it?
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