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*Includes pictures of Ginger and important people, places, and scenes.
*Comprehensively analyzes her relationship with Fred Astaire and their films together.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
"I adored Fred. We were good friends. Our only problem is that we never aspired to be any kind of a team.
We didn't want to be Abbott and Costello. We thought of ourselves as individuals. We didn't intend to be
another Frick and Frack. But it happened anyway, didn't it? And I'll be forever grateful it did." – Ginger
Rogers
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
There is no denying that the career of Ginger Rogers cannot be entirely divorced from that of Fred Astaire.
The unlikely pairing - Rogers was a statuesque blonde while Astaire fell well short of the masculine ideal
expected of male movie stars - only made their screen romance more dreamlike, even as the physical
contrasts between them melted away during their protracted dance numbers. Not only were Astaire and
Rogers the preeminent box office attraction of the time period, but they remain the most recognizable faces
of the musical genre as a whole. It is telling that, as Edward Gallafent notes, the duo are identified simply as
Fred and Ginger, with no need to even provide their last names. Moreover, not only are films such as Top
Hat (1935) and Shall We Dance (1937) cornerstones of the musical, but one of the great achievements of the
Fred and Ginger team is that they never fell out of public favor. Indeed, the completeness of the Fred and
Ginger pairing was punctuated by the fact that there was no bitter breakup between them, making it so that
audiences are left only with the seamless screen romances between them.
Considering the immense success of their films together, it is entirely understandable that Astaire and Rogers
are joined at the hip in the eyes of the public. However, an appreciation for the Fred and Ginger musicals is
only enhanced by knowledge of the personal backgrounds of the two stars. After all, the fact remains that
Astaire and Rogers came from vastly different cultural backgrounds, and at the time that they met, their
careers had unfolded in dissimilar ways. Astaire was a national celebrity for his skills as a stage performer
(mainly with his sister Adele), while Rogers was raised in a more archetypal Midwestern setting and her
professional success was reached entirely through cinema. While Astaire made a name for himself through
his dancing, Rogers was more recognized for her singing talents. Clearly, it is still possible to discern
fundamental differences between their professional talents, contrasts that would become more
distinguishable once they ceased making films together.
American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers profiles the life and career of one of America’s most famous
entertainers. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Ginger Rogers
like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Stacy Perry:

In other case, little individuals like to read book American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Luther Keller:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get prior to. The American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers giving you another experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Diane McCarthy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this American Legends: The Life of Ginger
Rogers book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book
by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Quincy Nelson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. American Legends: The Life of Ginger Rogers can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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