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Tourism is both an important component of modern life and a highly lucrative industry for many countries,
yet its importance has been generally unrecognized in the academic arena. In The Tourist Gaze John Urry
examines the concept of tourism from a sociological perspective, demonstrating that tourism is a unique and
central element in contemporary society. With his primary focus on the changing nature of tourism, Urry
reveals its connection to the broader cultural changes of postmodernism. The Tourist Gaze is essential
reading not only for scholars and researchers in sociology, but to all those interested in the social, cultural,
and geographical analysis of contemporary society. "It is a readable and stimulating account of many aspects
of the sociology of contemporary tourism. . . .shows very wide reading and a good deal of critical reflection
on personal experience. . . .covers a wide diversity of topics, with fascinating anecdotes and examples. . .
.For anybody interested academically or professionally in tourism (and indeed in contemporary society), this
book is well worth reading. It should give you lots of ideas, challenge several of your preconceptions and
help keep you up to date with intellectual fashions." --Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design
"Provocative . . . . Comprehensive . . . . Trendy . . . . In reading through the author's analysis of these
tourisms and the industry that has emerged to serve them, one has the feeling of being brought up to date on
all the latest developments. . . . Readers should find something of value in this forward-looking book." --
Tourism Management "... a very sensible and down-to-earth analysis of social restructuring. . . .Most
obviously it is a useful overview for students of tourism and recreation whether sociologists, geographers or
on specialist courses." --Area "This broad-ranging and accessible book will be essential reading not only to
scholars and researchers in the sociology of leisure and consumption but to all those interested in the social,
cultural and geographical analysis of contemporary society." --Espaces & Societes "Applause is due to John
Urry. He has taken tourism seriously. And he has written a book that will help guide a new generation of
enquiry on the topic. The author presents what, for geographers unfamiliar with recent sociological writings,
is an illuminating and stimulating amalgam of concepts drawn from the traditions of semiotics, political
economy and analysis of deviance. . . .useful. . . .interesting commentaries. . . .important. . . .provocative. . .
.exciting. . . .insightful." --Progress in Human Geography
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

The actual book The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and
Society Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book
The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

James Mendoza:

The reason? Because this The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture
and Society Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Luther Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel
in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) publication written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still question The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary
Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content.
This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Michael Lucius:

Beside this The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society
Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in
Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would



not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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