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Sarah Banet-Weiser complicates the standard feminist take on beauty pageants in this intriguing look at a
hotly contested but enduringly popular American ritual. She focuses on the Miss America pageant in
particular, considering its claim to be an accurate representation of the diversity of contemporary American
women. Exploring the cultural constructions and legitimations that go on during the long process of the
pageant, Banet-Weiser depicts the beauty pageant stage as a place where concerns about national identity,
cultural hopes and desires, and anxieties about race and gender are crystallized and condensed. The beauty
pageant, she convincingly demonstrates, is a profoundly political arena deserving of serious study.

Drawing on cultural criticism, ethnographic research, and interviews with pageant participants and officials,
The Most Beautiful Girl in the World illustrates how contestants invent and reinvent themselves while
articulating the female body as a national body. Banet-Weiser finds that most pageants are characterized by
the ambivalence of contemporary "liberal" feminism, which encourages individual achievement, self-
determination, and civic responsibility, while simultaneously promoting very conventional notions of beauty.
The book explores the many different aspects of the Miss America pageant, including the swimsuit, the
interview, and the talent competitions. It also takes a closer look at some extraordinary Miss Americas, such
as Bess Myerson, the first Jewish Miss America; Vanessa Williams, the first African American Miss
America; and Heather Whitestone, the first Miss America with a disability.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Most
Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and National Identity. All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jacob Lehr:

This The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and National Identity book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and National Identity
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and National Identity can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and
National Identity having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

James Mace:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Most Beautiful Girl in the World:
Beauty Pageants and National Identity reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty Pageants and National Identity as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Annie Rose:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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