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It wouldn't be Christmas without the "things." How they came to mean so much, and to play such a
prominent role in Americas central holiday, isthe tale told in this delightful and edifying book. In astyle
characteristically engaging and erudite, Karal Ann Marling, one of our most trenchant observers of American
culture, describes the outsize spectacle that Christmas has become, showing us the provenance and
significance of each of its essential parts: the decorated trees and holiday lights, the cards and gifts and
wrapping papers, the toy villages and store displays and Macy's holiday parade, Bing Crosby and Santa
Claus.

Viewing Christmas through the media of mass culture--engravings and lithographs, magazine fiction,
pictorial ads, news photos, cards, and movies--Marling tells us how the beloved Christmas tree grew out of a
much-reprinted image of Queen Victoria and her family gathered around a decorated fir; how Santa Claus
lost his provincial Dutch character and turned into the jolly old soul we know; how Charles Dickenss A
Christmas Carol borrowed from Washington Irving's imaginings of what Christmas must have been likein
Merrie Olde England; and how the holiday, balancing between the private and public realms, conferred a
central and defining role on women.

A celebration of the visual culture of the season, Merry Christmas! offers captivating evidence that
Christmasin Americais primarily a secular celebration of abundance, goodwill, and familial identity,
expressed in amultitude of material ways.
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From reader reviews:
Joni Griffith:

This Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday can bring any time you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

LewisDall:

This book untitled Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit into it.

Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

LeaWhedler:

Precisely why? Because this Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So,
itis good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you alot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

AudraYoder:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Merry Christmas! : Celebrating
America's Greatest Holiday e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still doubt Merry
Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you



have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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