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Lorenzo Valla (1407–1457) ranks among the greatest scholars and thinkers of the Renaissance. He secured
lasting fame for his brilliant critical skills, most famously in his exposure of the “Donation of Constantine,”
the forged document upon which the papacy based claims to political power. Lesser known in the English-
speaking world is Valla’s work in the philosophy of language?the basis of his reputation as the greatest
philosopher of the humanist movement.

Dialectical Disputations, translated here for the first time into any modern language, is his principal
contribution to the philosophy of language and logic. With this savage attack on the scholastic tradition of
Aristotelian logic, Valla aimed to supersede it with a new logic based on the actual historical usage of
classical Latin and on a commonsense approach to semantics and argument. Valla provides a logic that could
be used by lawyers, preachers, statesmen, and others who needed to succeed in public debate?one that was
stylistically correct and rhetorically elegant, and thus could dispense with the technical language of the
scholastics, a “tribe of Peripatetics, perverters of natural meanings.” Valla’s reformed dialectic became a
milestone in the development of humanist logic and contains startling anticipations of modern theories of
semantics and language.

Volume 2 contains Books II–III, in which Valla refutes Aristotle’s logical works on propositions, topics, and
the syllogistic.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

The publication untitled Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2: Books II-III (The I Tatti Renaissance Library)
is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2: Books II-III (The I Tatti
Renaissance Library) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Delores Moretti:

Often the book Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2: Books II-III (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

David Waymire:

The book untitled Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2: Books II-III (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Stacie Schneider:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2:
Books II-III (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Dialectical Disputations, Volume 2: Books II-III
(The I Tatti Renaissance Library) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of the time.
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