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"An excellent resource for scholars of Melville and for undergraduates and graduate students" - "Choice".
"Critical Companion to Herman Melville" examines the life and work of a writer who spent much of his
career in obscurity. Herman Melville has since become known as one of America's greatest novelists, short
story writers, and poets. The author of "Moby-Dick", "Billy Budd", "Typee", "White-Jacket", "Bartleby the
Scrivener," and many other classic works, Melville was rediscovered in the 1920s by a new generation of
writers who saw in his writing an evolving sense of modernism. His work is now an integral part of the high
school and college curriculum, and writers as diverse as Jack London, William Faulkner, Norman Mailer,
and Cormac McCarthy have paid homage to Melville's poetry and prose. Entries in this comprehensive
volume examine the characters and settings of Melville's novels and short stories, the critics and scholars
who commented on his work, and his friends and associates, including such prominent literary figures as
Oliver Wendell Holmes and Nathaniel Hawthorne. This book also contains all the text of the previously
published "Herman Melville A to Z", organized in a more user-friendly fashion. New to this edition are
critical commentary essays on all Melville's major stories, poems, and novels; an expanded biography of
Melville; new illustrations; and new appendixes, including contemporary reviews of Melville's work,
bibliographies, a chronology, a genealogy, and more. Its coverage includes: a biography of Melville;
synopses and critical assessments of Melville's major and minor works; details about family, friends, and
associates; analyses of the culture, times, and places in which Melville lived and wrote; and, descriptions of
whaling, South Seas travel, and other experiences that shaped Melville's work.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Villanueva:

The book Critical Companion to Herman Melville: A Literary Reference to His Life And Work can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the great thing like a book Critical Companion to Herman Melville: A Literary Reference to His Life And
Work? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Critical Companion to
Herman Melville: A Literary Reference to His Life And Work has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Amy Nichols:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Critical Companion to Herman Melville: A
Literary Reference to His Life And Work is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mildred Lucas:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Critical
Companion to Herman Melville: A Literary Reference to His Life And Work.

John Hagen:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Critical Companion to Herman Melville: A Literary Reference to His Life And Work offer you a new



experience in studying a book.
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