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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and how he was characterized
in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One of the pioneers of Islamic
mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his
own time to the present. Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of consciousness, and, for a time, a
disturbed man confined to an insane asylum. Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s
thought and his importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for Shibl?’s life
and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main facets of his biography and teachings
and documenting the evolving figure of a Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague
Junayd and his infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his poetry, and
the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Shibli: His Life and
Thought in the Sufi Tradition to read.

Clarence Delapaz:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Michelle Oquinn:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Barbara Kyle:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition when you necessary it?
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