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Charles Darwin, the father of the theory of evolution, described the evolutionary origin of flowering plants,
which appear to have risen abruptly during the late Cretaceous Period, as an "abominable mystery." The first
seed plants appeared in the fossil record some 230 million years earlier, but the transitions leading to the
flowering plants left few fossils and remain obscure. The evolutionary history of photosynthetic organisms is
full of mysteries great and small, including the origin of photosynthesis itself, the origins of multiple
independent lines of algae, the loss of flagella in the red algae, the origin of sporophytes in vascular and non-
vascular plants, the early diversification of seed plants, and the origin of the unique monocots.

In Plant Life: A Brief History, botanist Frederick Essig traces how familiar features of plants evolved
sequentially over hundreds of millions of years as various environmental challenges and opportunities were
met. This chronological narrative begins with the origin of photosynthesis and the rise of cyanobacteria,
continues with the evolution and diversification of photosynthetic eukaryotes and their invasion of dry land,
explores the varied adaptations for sexual reproduction and dispersal in the terrestrial environment, and
concludes with the diverse growth forms of the flowering plants. As different groups of photosynthetic
organisms are introduced, the book emphasizes the adaptations that enabled them to gain dominance in
existing habitats or move into new habitats. Readers will acquire a deeper understanding of the diverse
photosynthetic organisms humans depend upon for food, oxygen, medicine, building materials, and aesthetic
pleasure.

With accessible writing and a myriad of figures and illustrations, Essig provides a broad overview of plant
evolution that will appeal to students and general audiences alike. Plant Life: A Brief History is a valiant step
in the quest to unravel the "abominable mysteries" of plant evolution, and offers a compelling introduction to
the exciting and complex world of evolutionary biology.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

This Plant Life: A Brief History book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That
Plant Life: A Brief History without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Plant Life: A Brief History can bring if you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Plant Life: A Brief History having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Wallace:

The book untitled Plant Life: A Brief History is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Plant Life: A Brief History from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Eugene Barnum:

This Plant Life: A Brief History is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Plant Life:
A Brief History in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Adam Hay:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Plant Life: A Brief History is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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