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From the cultural critic Wired called “provocative and cuttingly humorous” comes a viciously funny,
joltingly insightful collection of drive-by critiques of contemporary America where chaos is the new normal.
Exploring the darkest corners of the national psyche and the nethermost regions of the self—the gothic, the
grotesque, and the carnivalesque—Mark Dery makes sense of the cultural dynamics of the American
madhouse early in the twenty-first century.

Here are essays on the pornographic fantasies of Star Trek fans, Facebook as Limbo of the Lost, George W.
Bush’s fear of his inner queer, the theme-parking of the Holocaust, the homoerotic subtext of the Super
Bowl, the hidden agendas of IQ tests, Santa’s secret kinship with Satan, the sadism of dentists, Hitler’s
afterlife on YouTube, the sexual identity of 2001’s HAL, the suicide note considered as a literary genre, the
surrealist poetry of robot spam, the zombie apocalypse, Lady Gaga, the Church of Euthanasia, toy guns in
the dream lives of American boys, and the polymorphous perversity of Madonna’s big toe.

Dery casts a critical eye on the accepted order of things, boldly crossing into the intellectual no-fly zones
demarcated by cultural warriors on both sides of America’s ideological divide: controversy-phobic corporate
media, blinkered academic elites, and middlebrow tastemakers. Intellectually omnivorous and promiscuously
interdisciplinary, Dery’s writing is a generalist’s guilty pleasure in an age of nanospecialization and niche
marketing. From Menckenesque polemics on American society and deft deconstructions of pop culture to
unflinching personal essays in which Dery turns his scalpel-sharp wit on himself, I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts is a head-spinning intellectual ride through American dreams and American nightmares.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Glover:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams. All type of book are you able to see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lisa Haight:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the I Must Not
Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Zachary Foushee:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The I Must Not
Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Laura Burnham:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on
American Dread, American Dreams. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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