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An extraordinary American comes to life in this vivid, groundbreaking portrait of the early days of the
republic--and the birth of modern politics

When the roar of the Revolution had finally died down, a new generation of American politicians was
summoned to the Potomac to assemble the nation's newly minted capital. Into that unsteady atmosphere,
which would soon enough erupt into another conflict with Britain in 1812, Dolley Madison arrived,
alongside her husband, James. Within a few years, she had mastered both the social and political intricacies
of the city, and by her death in 1849 was the most celebrated person in Washington. And yet, to most
Americans, she's best known for saving a portrait from the burning White House, or as the namesake for a
line of ice cream.
Why did her contemporaries give so much adulation to a lady so little known today? In A Perfect Union,
Catherine Allgor reveals that while Dolley's gender prevented her from openly playing politics, those very
constraints of womanhood allowed her to construct an American democratic ruling style, and to achieve her
husband's political goals. And the way that she did so--by emphasizing cooperation over coercion, building
bridges instead of bunkers--has left us with not only an important story about our past but a model for a
modern form of politics.

Introducing a major new American historian, A Perfect Union is both an illuminating portrait of an unsung
founder of our democracy, and a vivid account of a little-explored time in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A Perfect Union: Dolley
Madison and the Creation of the American Nation book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Nancy Rush:

Here thing why this kind of A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the
Creation of the American Nation giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of
the American Nation. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the
Creation of the American Nation in e-book can be your option.

Oliver Gerling:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the
Creation of the American Nation is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Roxie Gregory:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and
the Creation of the American Nation can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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