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This book explores the development of nationalism in Sri Lanka during the past century, particularly within
the dominant Sinhala Buddhist and militant Tamil movements. Tracing the ways women from diverse
backgrounds have engaged with nationalism, Neloufer de Mel argues that gender is crucial to an
understanding of nationalism and vice versa. Traversing both the colonial and postcolonial periods in Sri
Lanka's history, the author assesses a range of writers, activists, political figures, and movements almost
completely unknown in the West. With her rigorous, historically located analyses, de Mel makes a
persuasive case for the connections between figures like actress Annie Boteju and art historian and journalist
Anil de Silva; poetry whether written by Jean Arasanayagam or Tamil revolutionary women; and political
movements like the LTTE, the JVP, the Mother's Front, and contemporary feminist organizations.
Evaluating the colonial period in light of the violence that animates Sri Lanka today, de Mel proposes what
Bruce Robbins has termed a 'lateral cosmopolitanism' that will allow coalitions to form and to practice an
oppositional politics of peace. In the process, she examines the gendered forms through which the nation and
the state both come together and pull apart. The breadth of topics examined here will make this work a
valuable resource for South Asianists as well as for scholars in a wide range of fields who choose to consider
the ways in which gender inflects their areas of research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

This book untitled Women and the Nation's Narrative: Gender and Nationalism in Twentieth Century Sri
Lanka to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Calvin Baker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Women and the Nation's Narrative:
Gender and Nationalism in Twentieth Century Sri Lanka that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Women and the Nation's Narrative:
Gender and Nationalism in Twentieth Century Sri Lanka become your own personal starter.

Edith Stewart:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Women and the Nation's Narrative: Gender and Nationalism in Twentieth
Century Sri Lanka can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Carmine Caulfield:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Women and the Nation's
Narrative: Gender and Nationalism in Twentieth Century Sri Lanka which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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