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"In alanguage there are only differences without positive terms. Whether we take the signified or the
signifier, the language contains neither ideas nor sounds that pre-exist the linguistic system, but only
conceptual differences and phonic differencesissuing from this system." (From the posthumous Course in
General Linguistics, 1916.)

No one becomes as famous as Saussure without both admirers and detractors reducing them to a paragraph's
worth of ideas that can be readily quoted, debated, memorized, and examined. One can argue the ideas
expressed above - that language is composed of a system of acoustic oppositions (the signifier) matched by
social convention to a system of conceptual oppositions (the signified) - have in some sense become
"Saussure", while the human being, in all his complexity, has disappeared. In the first comprehensive
biography of Ferdinand de Saussure, John Joseph restores the full character and history of amanwho is
considered the founder of modern linguistics and whose ideas have influenced literary theory, philosophy,
cultural studies, and virtually every other branch of humanities and the social sciences.

Through a far-reaching account of Saussure's life and the time in which he lived, we learn about the history
of Geneva, of Genevese educational institutions, of linguistics, about Saussure's ancestry, about his
childhood, his education, the fortunes of hisrelatives, and his personal life in Paris. John Joseph intersperses
al these discussions with accounts of Saussure's research and the courses he taught highlighting the waysin
which knowing about his friendships and family history can help us understand not only his thoughts and
ideas but also his utter failure to publish any major work after the age of twenty-one.
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From reader reviews:
Janie Ross:

Here thing why this specific Saussure are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying abook is
good nevertheless it dependsin the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Saussure
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but thereis
no book that similar with Saussure. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can
easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Saussure in e-book can be your option.

BorisHansen:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Saussure
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Saussureis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
guide. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Dan Flood:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not arabot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Saussure.

Homer Holmes:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust ssimple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Saussure. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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