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Though Abraham Lincoln was not a political philosopher per se, in word and in deed he did grapple with
many of the most pressing and timeless questions in politics. What is the moral basis of popular sovereignty?
What are the proper limits on the will of the majority? When and why should we revere the law? What are
we to do when the letter of the law is at odds with what we believe justice requires? How is our devotion to a
particular nation related to our commitment to universal ideals? What is the best way to protect the right to
liberty for all people? The contributors to this volume, a methodologically and ideologically diverse group of
scholars, examine Lincoln's responses to these and other ultimate questionsin politics. Theresult isa
fascinating portrait of not only Abraham Lincoln but also the promises and paradoxes of liberal democracy.

The basic liberal democratic ideais that individual liberty is best secured by a democratic political order that
treats all citizens as equals before the law and is governed by the law, with its limits on how the state may
treat its citizens and on how citizens may treat one another. Though wonderfully coherent in theory, these
ideas prove problematic in real-world politics. The authors of this volume approach Lincoln as the
embodiment of this paradox—"naturally antislavery” yet unflinchingly committed to defending proslavery
laws; defender of the common man but troubled by the excesses of democracy; devoted to the idea of equal
natural rights yet unable to imagine a harmonious, interracial democracy. Considering Lincoln as he
attempted to work out the meaning and coherence of the liberal democratic project in practice, these authors
craft aprofile of the 16th president's political thought from avariety of perspectives and through multiple
lenses. Together their essays create the first fully-dimensional portrait of Abraham Lincoln as apalitical
actor, expressing, addressing, and reframing the perennial questions of liberal democracy for his time and
our own.
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From reader reviews:
Burton Zinn:

The particular book Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (American Political Thought) will bring one
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy
(American Political Thought) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

L ouis Chavez:

The guide untitled Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (American Political Thought) is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (American Political
Thought) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

Linda White:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (American Political Thought)
can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Susan Brooks:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (American Political
Thought) will give you new experience in reading a book.
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