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In the second half of the twentieth century, worldwide attitudes toward whaling shifted from widespread
acceptance to moral censure. Why? Whaling, once as important to the global economy as oil is now, had
long been uneconomical. Major species were long known to be endangered. Yet nations had continued to
support whaling. In The Power of Words in International Relations, Charlotte Epstein argues that the change
was brought about not by changing material interests but by a powerful anti-whaling discourse that
successfully recast whales as extraordinary and intelligent endangered mammals that needed to be saved.
Epstein views whaling both as an object of analysis in its own right and as a lens for examining discursive
power, and how language, materiality, and action interact to shape international relations. By focusing on
discourse, she develops an approach to the study of agency and the construction of interests that brings non-
state actors and individuals into the analysis of international politics. Epstein analyzes the "society of
whaling states" as a set of historical practices where the dominant discourse of the day legitimated the killing
of whales rather than their protection. She then looks at this whaling world's mirror image: the rise from the
political margins of an anti-whaling discourse, which orchestrated one of the first successful global
environmental campaigns, in which saving the whales ultimately became shorthand for saving the planet.
Finally, she considers the continued dominance of a now taken-for-granted anti-whaling discourse, including
its creation of identity categories that align with and sustain the existing international political order.
Epstein's synthesis of discourse, power, and identity politics brings the fields of international relations theory
and global environmental politics into a fruitful dialogue that benefits both.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Barreto:

The book The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics,
Science, and the Environment) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of
an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Power of Words in
International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this book?

Maria Lacher:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Power of Words in International
Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Daniel Campbell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Power of Words in International
Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an
Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) as good book not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joan Ortega:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will observe



that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you is
The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and
the Environment) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.
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