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Edgar Allan Poe's "Murders in the Rue Morgue" launched the detective story in 1841. The genre began as a
highbrow form of entertainment, a puzzle to be solved by a rational sifting of clues. In Britain, the stories
became decidedly upper crust: the crime often committed in a world of manor homes and formal gardens, the
blood on the Persian carpet usually blue. But from the beginning, American writers worked important
changes on Poe's basic formula, especially in use of language and locale. As early as 1917, Susan Glaspell
evinced a poignant understanding of motive in a murder in an isolated farmhouse. And with World War I,
the Roaring '20s, the rise of organized crime and corrupt police with Prohibition, and the Great Depression,
American detective fiction branched out in all directions, led by writers such as Dashiell Hammett and
Raymond Chandler, who brought crime out of the drawing room and into the "mean streets" where it
actually occurred.
In The Oxford Book of American Detective Stories, Tony Hillerman and Rosemary Herbert bring together
thirty-three tales that illuminate both the evolution of crime fiction in the United States and America's unique
contribution to this highly popular genre. Tracing its progress from elegant "locked room" mysteries, to the
hard-boiled realism of the '30s and '40s, to the great range of styles seen today, this superb collection
includes the finest crime writers, including Erle Stanley Gardner, Raymond Chandler, Ross Macdonald, Rex
Stout, Ellery Queen, Ed McBain, Sue Grafton, and Hillerman himself. There are also many delightful
surprises: Bret Harte, for instance, offers a Sherlockian pastiche with a hero named Hemlock Jones, and
William Faulkner blends local color, authentic dialogue, and dark, twisted pride in "An Error in Chemistry."
We meet a wide range of sleuths, from armchair detective Nero Wolfe, to Richard Sale's journalist Daffy
Dill, to Robert Leslie Bellem's wise-cracking Hollywood detective Dan Turner, to Linda Barnes's six-foot
tall, red-haired, taxi-driving female P.I., Carlotta Carlyle. And we sample a wide variety of styles, from tales
with a strongly regional flavor, to hard-edged pulp fiction, to stories with a feminist perspective. Perhaps
most important, the book offers a brilliant summation of America's signal contribution to crime fiction,
highlighting the myriad ways in which we have reshaped this genre. The editors show how Raymond
Chandler used crime, not as a puzzle to be solved, but as a spotlight with which he could illuminate the
human condition; how Ed McBain, in "A Small Homicide," reveals a keen knowledge of police work as well
as of the human sorrow which so often motivates crime; and how Ross Macdonald's Lew Archer solved
crime not through blood stains and footprints, but through psychological insight into the damaged lives of the
victim's family. And throughout, the editors provide highly knowledgeable introductions to each piece,
written from the perspective of fellow writers and reflecting a life-long interest--not to say love--of this
quintessentially American genre.
American crime fiction is as varied and as democratic as America itself. Hillerman and Herbert bring us a
gold mine of glorious stories that can be read for sheer pleasure, but that also illuminate how the crime story
evolved from the drawing room to the back alley, and how it came to explore every corner of our nation and
every facet of our lives.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Oxford Book of
American Detective Stories book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Doris Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Oxford Book of American
Detective Stories is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Darla Kemp:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Oxford Book of
American Detective Stories suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Oxford Book of American Detective Storiesis the one of several books which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Isaiah Owens:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Oxford Book of American Detective
Stories e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Oxford Book of
American Detective Stories as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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