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In the 400 years from Magellan's entrance into Pacific waters to 1920, the lives of the people of the South
Pacific were utterly transformed. Exotic diseases from Europe and America, particularly the worldwide
influenza pandemic, were deadly for islanders. Ardent missionaries changed the belief systems and lives of
nearly all Polynesians, Aborigines, and those Papuans and Melanesians living in areas accessible to
westerners. By 1920 every island and atoll in the South Seas had been claimed as a colony or protectorate of
a power such as Britain, France or the United States. Factors aiding this imperial sweep included European
outposts such as Sydney, advances in maritime technology, the work of missionaries, a desire to profit from
the area's relatively sparse resources, and international rivalry that led to the scramble for colonies. The
coming of westerners, as this book points out, was not entirely negative, as head-hunting, cannibalism,
chronic warfare, human sacrifice, and other practices were diminished--but whole cultures were irreversibly
changed or even eradicated.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

This Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific, 1520-1920 book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific, 1520-1920 without
we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific, 1520-1920 can bring whenever you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific, 1520-1920 having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Stanley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific, 1520-1920, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

James Stevens:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South
Pacific, 1520-1920 why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Darrel Mason:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Paradise Past: The Transformation of the South Pacific,
1520-1920 was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science



competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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