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In this ambitious and provocative text, environmental historian Ted Steinberg offers a sweeping history of
the United States--a history that places the environment at the very center of the narrative. Now in a new
edition, Down to Earth reenvisions the story of America "from the ground up." It reveals how focusing on
plants, animals, climate, and other ecological factors can radically change the way that we think about the
past. Examining such familiar topics as colonization, the industrial revolution, slavery, the Civil War, and the
emergence of consumer culture, Steinberg recounts how the natural world influenced the course of human
history. From the colonists' attempts to impose order on the land to modern efforts to sell the wilderness as a
consumer good, he reminds readers that many critical episodes in U.S. history were, in fact, environmental
events. The text highlights the ways in which Americans have attempted to reshape and control nature, from
Thomas Jefferson's surveying plan, which divided the national landscape into a grid, to the transformation of
animals, crops, and even water into commodities.

In this third edition, Steinberg addresses the role of corporations in U.S. environmental history, in part by
exploring the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil-spill in the Gulf of Mexico. He has also updated the discussion of
climate change in order to offer a fuller assessment of U.S. policy and its world-historical importance.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History.

Janice Burgess:

The book Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Kathryn Bowen:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History to
read.

Donald Wexler:

The book untitled Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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