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American children's poetry began with Native American cradle songs, moved on to a rhymed alphabet,
blossomed in the 19th century with "A Visit from St. Nicholas," expanded widely in the 20th century, and
continues with vigor into the new millennium. Some of the best of these poems, however, have been
neglected or forgotten.

This collection, edited by acclaimed children's author and poet Donald Hall, returns the forgotten treasures of
American children's poetry. Featuring some of the best of children's book illustration-including archival
selections from rare and early editions and pictures from now defunct 19th- and early-20th-century children's
magazines-this anthology revives not only the classic poems but also the atmosphere of the periods in which
they were written and read.

Starting with anonymous Native American verses and a selection from the 1727 New England Primer,
"Alphabet," this book spans two centuries of American children's poetry. Immediately recognizable names,
including Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, Carl Sandburg, and T. S. Eliot are joined by talented contemporary
poets like Gwendolyn Brooks, Sandra Cisneros, Janet S. Wong, and others. Perennial favorites-such as "The
Three Little Kittens" and "Casey at the Bat"-are mixed in with new classics, such as Shel Silverstein's "Sarah
Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would Not Take the Garbage Out." Poems about holidays appear with verses for
recitation, nursery rhymes, poems for laughter, bedtime verses, scary poems, and animal poems. In
recognition of America's diverse nature, the selections in this anthology reflect a variety of backgrounds and
experiences. From anonymous African-American poets we step forward through the ages to admire the
talents of Langston Hughes, Sonia Sanchez, and Francisco X. Alarcón. Children will love discovering these
gems, and both parents and teachers will delight in reading to children from this book.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Oxford Illustrated Book of
American Children's Poems? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ryan Brown:

The book The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children's Poems give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children's Poems being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide The Oxford Illustrated Book of American
Children's Poems. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this book?

Emilie Lechner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Oxford Illustrated Book of American
Children's Poems has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Oxford Illustrated Book of American
Children's Poems is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children's Poems. You never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Donna Moore:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Oxford
Illustrated Book of American Children's Poems.
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