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Join Professor Helen Vendler in her course lecture on the Yeats poem "Among School Children". View her
insightful and passionate analysis along with a condensed reading and student comments on the course.

Poet and critic are well met, as one of our best writers on poetry takes up one of the world's great poets.

Where other books on the Nobel laureate Seamus Heaney have dwelt chiefly on the biographical,
geographical, and political aspects of his writing, this book looks squarely and deeply at Heaney's poetry as
art. A reading of the poet's development over the past thirty years, Seamus Heaney tells a story of poetic
inventiveness, of ongoing experimentation in form and expression. It is an inspired and nuanced portrait of
an Irish poet of public as well as private life, whose work has given voice to his troubled times.

With characteristic discernment and eloquence, Helen Vendler traces Heaney's invention as it evolves from
his beginnings in Death of a Naturalist (1966) through his most recent volume, The Spirit Level (1996). In
sections entitled "Second Thoughts," she considers an often neglected but crucial part of Heaney's evolving
talent: self-revision. Here we see how later poems return to the themes or genres of the earlier volumes, and
reconceive them in light of the poet's later attitudes or techniques. Vendler surveys all of Heaney's efforts in
the classical forms--genre scene, elegy, sonnet, parable, confessional poem, poem of perception--and brings
to light his aesthetic and moral attitudes.

Seamus Heaney's development as a poet is inextricably connected to the violent struggle that has racked
Northern Ireland. Vendler shows how, from one volume to the next, Heaney has maintained vigilant
attention toward finding a language for his time--"symbols adequate for our predicament," as he has said.
The worldwide response to those discovered symbols suggests that their relevance extends far beyond this
moment.
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From reader reviews:

Tania Arney:

The book Seamus Heaney make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Seamus Heaney for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Seamus Heaney. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Shawn Hernandez:

The book Seamus Heaney will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you.
The book Seamus Heaney is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Rona Foret:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Seamus Heaney was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Seamus Heaney has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

George Hoffman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Seamus Heaney when you desired it?
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