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Isliberal democracy a universal ideal? Proponents of "Asian values' argue that it is a distinctive product of
the Western experience and that Western powers shouldn't try to push human rights and democracy onto
Asian states. Liberal democrats in the West typically counter by questioning the motives of Asian critics,
arguing that Asian leaders are merely trying to rationalize human-rights violations and authoritarian rule. In
this book--written as a dial ogue between an American democrat named Demo and three East Asian critics--
Daniel A. Bell attempts to chart a middle ground between the extremes of the international debate on human
rights and democracy.

Bell criticizes the use of "Asian values' to justify oppression, but also draws on East Asian cultural traditions
and contributions by contemporary intellectualsin East Asiato identify some powerful challengesto
Western-style liberal democracy. In the first part of the book, Bell makes use of colorful stories and
examples to show that there is a need to take into account East Asian perspectives on human rights and
democracy. The second part--afictitious dial ogue between Demo and Asian senior statesman Lee Kuan

Y ew--examines the pros and cons of implementing Western-style democracy in Singapore. The third part of
the book is an argument for an as-yet-unrealized Confucian political institution that justifiably differs from
Western-style liberal democracy.

Thisis athought-provoking defense of distinctively East Asian challenges to Western-style liberal
democracy that will stimulate interest and debate among students of political theory, Asian studies, and
international human rights.
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From reader reviews:
Elmer Daooley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This East Meets West is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Brent Hender son:

The ability that you get from East Meets West is the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but East Meets West giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveystheir point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book iswell-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
kind of East Meets West instantly.

Hoyt Moore:

The book untitled East Meets West contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea
with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.

Veda Howard:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is East Meets West this publication consist alot of the information from the
condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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