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The process of naming is atransformative act that inherently imparts meaning, whether it be through the
conscious use of afamiliar historical or allegorical appellation or through the creation of anew word. Critics
have often noted the importance of names and naming in African-American literature, but Debra Walker
King's Deep Tak isthe first methodological discussion of the process. In this origina study, the author seeks
out the discourses existing beneath the primary narratives of these literary texts by interpreting the
significance of certain character names.

King explores what she calls the "metatext" of names, an interpretive realm where these chosen words offer
up symbolic, metaphoric, and other meanings, often simultaneously. Literary names can thus revise and
comment upon the surface action of a novel by giving voice to unspoken themes and events, a process
known as "deep talk." Drawing on the work of Kristeva, Bakhtin, and Henry Louis Gates Jr., the author
explains the interpretive guidelines necessary to read "deep talk" in African-American texts. She applies
these guidelines to texts by Ralph Ellison, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison, James Baldwin, and Alice
Walker, among others.

Perhaps most important, King reveals how the process of naming became a form of empowerment for
African Americans, away of both reclaiming black identity and resisting conventions of white society. Black
men and women whose ancestors were stripped of their identity through the Middle Passage and during
davery embraced the incantatory power of names and have long used this power to defend themselves from
the effects of racism, sexism, and classism.
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From reader reviews:
Daryl Steele:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Deep Tak: Reading African-American Literary Names book is readable by you who
hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Deep Talk:
Reading African-American Literary Names content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So, do you still
thinking Deep Talk: Reading African-American Literary Namesis not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Darrell Mayo:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Deep Talk: Reading African-American Literary Names your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Deep Tak: Reading African-American Literary Names giving
you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Harry Duffey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Deep Tak: Reading African-American Literary Names can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Deep Talk: Reading African-American Literary
Names can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Deep Talk: Reading
African-American Literary Names.
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