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The English navy inflicted a narrow defeat on the Armada, but it was the Irish coast that encompassed its
downfall.

'Heed that coast!" The Duke of Medina Sidoniawanted only to guide La Felissima Armada home safely. In
the North Sea he issued sailing instructions, which, if they had been followed, would have given the Armada
asafety margin of at least 300 miles. He particularly ordered them to '...take great heed lest you fall upon the
island of Ireland for fear of the harm that may happen unto you upon that coast.' They were in no doubt that
Ireland was to be avoided.

Hiswords proved to be more than awarning: they were a prophecy, which was inexorably fulfilled. A siren
of aluring beauty, the Irish coast also conceals deadly danger. Destiny was to conspire to transform it into an
instrument of terrible destruction and tragic loss of life.

In the Atlantic the Armada encountered continuous southerly winds and unknown ocean currents. It was two
centuries before it became possible to calculate longitude at sea, and they were unaware that they had not
sailed far enough westwards to give themselves the prescribed safety margin. They became separated and
lost, and when they at last turned southwards, scattered groups unintentionally descended on Ireland, arriving
at fourteen different locations from Donegal to Kerry. Many found shelter, but afew were lost.

But on 21 September 1588 fourteen ships were destroyed by hurricane force winds: the only occasion during
the entire voyage when ships were completely destroyed by the weather. 'A most extreme and cruel storm'
the Irish described it. The Spanish recorded that 'in the morning it began to blow from the west with a most
terrible fury, bright and with little rain." Ships that had stayed at sea survived. In Donegal Bay the galleass
Girona had sheltered with about 1,000 men. In October, Don Alonso de Leyva arrived with almost 1,000
more. His entourage included young men from all the noble families of Spain. After being repaired, the
Girona departed for Scotland at the end of October, overloaded with 1,300 survivors. She so nearly got there,
but foundered near the Giant's Causeway with the loss of de Leyva and the flower of Spanish nobility.

In al, 24 Spanish shipswerelost in Ireland and about 5,000 men died o far greater losses than had been
suffered in the English Channel. The English navy inflicted a narrow defeat on the Armada, but it was the
Irish coast that encompassed its downfall. Long before it had been surveyed and charted, when it was amost



as unknown to mariners as the surface of the moon, for afew brief months in the autumn of 1588, the Irish
coast was caught in the headlights of history.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Powers:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading addiction
giveyou lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Downfall of the Spanish
Armadain Ireland: The Grand Armada L ost on the Irish Coast in 1588 is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Malcolm K han:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Downfall of
the Spanish Armadain Ireland: The Grand Armada Lost on the Irish Coast in 1588 suitable to you? Often the
book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Downfall of the Spanish Armada
in Ireland: The Grand Armada Lost on the Irish Coast in 1588is a single of several books in which everyone
read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you alarge amount of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mark Armstrong:

The Downfall of the Spanish Armadain Ireland: The Grand Armada Lost on the Irish Coast in 1588 can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving hig/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Downfall of the Spanish Armadain Ireland: The Grand Armada Lost on the Irish Coast in 1588 yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Edward McCain:

Y ou can obtain this The Downfall of the Spanish Armadain Ireland: The Grand Armada Lost on the Irish
Coast in 1588 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by
your local mabile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
change. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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