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Là-Bas, translated as Down There or The Damned, is a novel by the French writer Joris-Karl Huysmans, first
published in 1891. It is Huysmans' most famous work after À rebours. Là-Bas deals with the subject of
Satanism in contemporary France, and the novel stirred a certain amount of controversy on its first
appearance. It is the first of Huysmans' books to feature the character Durtal, a thinly disguised portrait of the
author himself, who would go on to be the protagonist of all of Huysmans' subsequent novels: En route, La
cathédrale and L'oblat.

Là-Bas was first published in serial form by the newspaper L'Écho de Paris, with the first installment
appearing on February 15, 1891. It came out in book form in April of the same year; the publisher was
Tresse et Stock. Many of L'Écho de Paris' more conservative readers were shocked by the subject matter and
urged the editor to halt the serialisation, but he ignored them. Sale of the book was prohibited from French
railway stations.

The plot of Là-Bas concerns the novelist Durtal, who is disgusted by the emptiness and vulgarity of the
modern world. He seeks relief by turning to the study of the Middle Ages and begins to research the life of
the notorious 15th-century child-murderer Gilles de Rais. Through his contacts in Paris (notably Dr.
Johannes, modeled after Joseph-Antoine Boullan), Durtal finds out that Satanism is not simply a thing of the
past but alive in turn of the century France. He embarks on an investigation of the occult underworld with the
help of his lover Madame Chantelouve. The novel culminates with a description of a black mass.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Damned is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Candy Dixon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Damned
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Damnedis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
within this book.

Irving Carlin:

Often the book The Damned has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Thomas Williamson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The Damned.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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