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In this fascinating excursion into medical and psychoanalytic history, Paul E. Stepansky charts the rise and
fall of the "surgical metaphor" - Freud's view of psychoanalysis as analogous to a surgical procedure.
Approaching Freud's understanding of surgery and surgeons historically and biographically, Stepansky
draws the reader into the world of late nineteenth-century "heroic surgery," a world into which Sigmund
Freud himself was drawn.

In examining the relinquishment of medicosurgical models in the years following World War I, Stepansky
brings fresh historical insight to a number of disparate but interrelated topics.  Stepansky is among the very
few scholars to explore the implications of Freud's own surgical tribulations of the 1920s and 1930s, which
resulted in his ambivalent and enduring dependency on surgeons, on Freud's subsequent theorizing about the
psychoanalytic method and its therapeutic limitations.

Stepansky then turns to topics seldom mentioned in the literature, such as the psychoanalytic
"deconstruction" of organic pathology in the 1930s and 1940s.  These varied inquiries have a surprising
denouement, as Stepansky concludes his study by reversing field and exploring the "thematic counterpoint"
to his preoccupations: the evolution of modern surgical consciousness in America and the ways in which it
has struggled with a contemporary psychodynamic sensibility.

An absorbing work of historical scholarship, Freud, Surgery and the Surgeons is no less important for the
fundamental questions it poses about the temperament of care-givers and the techniques of care-giving.
Clinicians, historians, and lay readers alike will find much to admire in this finely crafted narrative, and they
will no doubt be stimulated to reflection by Stepansky's startling, even unsettling, conclusion -- that
medicosurgical analogizing based on the insights of modern surgery and immunology still has something
valuable to offer contemporary "doctors of the mind."
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From reader reviews:

Clara Demoss:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Freud,
Surgery, and the Surgeons, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Barbara Corbin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Freud, Surgery, and the Surgeons this book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Helen Albertson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list will be Freud, Surgery, and the Surgeons. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Richard Eby:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Freud, Surgery, and the Surgeons to make your
own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book Freud, Surgery, and the
Surgeons can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of their time.
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