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While the novelist has absolute freedom to follow his artistic instinct and intelligence, the biographer is
fettered by the subject-matter with which he proposes to deal. The former may hopefully pursue an ideal, the
latter must rest satisfied with a compromise between the desirable and the necessary. No doubt, it is possible
to thoroughly digest all the requisite material, and then present it in a perfect, beautiful form. But this can
only be done at a terrible loss, at a sacrifice of truth and trustworthiness. My guiding principle has been to
place before the reader the facts collected by me as well as the conclusions at which I arrived. This will
enable him to see the subject in all its bearings, with all its pros and cons, and to draw his own conclusions,
should mine not obtain his approval. Unless an author proceeds in this way, the reader never knows how far
he may trust him, how far the evidence justifies his judgment. For—not to speak of cheats and fools—the
best informed are apt to make assertions unsupported or insufficiently supported by facts, and the wisest
cannot help seeing things through the coloured spectacles of their individuality. The foregoing remarks are
intended to explain my method, not to excuse carelessness of literary workmanship. Whatever the defects of
the present volumes may be—and, no doubt, they are both great and many—I have laboured to the full
extent of my humble abilities to group and present my material perspicuously, and to avoid diffuseness and
rhapsody, those besetting sins of writers on music.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Martinez:

This book untitled Frederick Chopin to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Gerald Rountree:

The actual book Frederick Chopin will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Frederick Chopin is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Carolyn Franklin:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Frederick Chopin is simple to develop you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Hilary Winters:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Frederick
Chopin which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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