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The papers in this volume were presented at a Mellon-Sawyer Seminar held at the University of Oxford in
2009-2010, which sought to investigate side by side the two important movements of conversion that frame
late antiquity: to Christianity at its start, and to Islam at the other end. Challenging the opposition between
the two stereotypes of Islamic conversion as an intrinsically violent process, and Christian conversion as a
fundamentally spiritual one, the papers seek to isolate the behaviours and circumstances that made
conversion both such a common and such a contested phenomenon. The spread of Buddhism in Asia in
broadly the same period serves as an external comparator that was not caught in the net of the Abrahamic
religions. The volume is organised around several themes, reflecting the concerns of the initial project with
the articulation between norm and practice, the role of authorities and institutions, and the social and
individual fluidity on the ground. Debates, discussions, and the expression of norms and principles about
conversion conversion are not rare in societies experiencing religious change, and the first section of the
book examines some of the main issues brought up by surviving sources. This is followed by three sections
examining different aspects of how those principles were - or were not - put into practice: how conversion
was handled by the state, how it was continuously redefined by individual ambivalence and cultural fluidity,
and how it was enshrined through different forms of institutionalization. Finally, a topographical coda
examines the effects of religious change on the iconic holy city of Jerusalem.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity,
Islam, and Beyond to read.

Barbra Poole:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Conversion in
Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lewis Farnsworth:

The book Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam,
and Beyond is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Sheila Collins:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond can
make you sense more interested to read.
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