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Mary Ellen Pleasant arrived in Gold Rush-era San Francisco as a free black woman with abolitionist
convictions and a predilection for entrepreneurial success. Behind the convenient and trusted disguise of
'Mammy', she transformed domestic labor into enterprise, amassed remarkable real estate, wealth, and
power, and gained notoriety for her work in fighting Jim Crow. Pleasant's legacy is steeped in scandals and
lore. Was she a voodoo queen who traded in sexual secrets? A madam? A murderer?In "The Making of
Mammy Pleasant", Lynn M. Hudson examines the folklore of Pleasant's real and imagined powers.
Emphasizing the significance of her life in the context of how it has been interpreted or ignored in the larger
trends of American history, Hudson integrates fact and speculation culled from periodicals, court cases,
diaries, letters, Pleasant's interviews with the San Francisco press, and various biographical and fictional
accounts. Addressing the lack of a historical record of black women's lives, the author argues that the
silences and mysteries of Pleasant's past, whether never recorded or intentionally omitted, reveal as much
about her life as what has been documented. Through Pleasant's life, Hudson also interrogates the
constructions of race, gender, and sexuality during the formative years of California's economy and
challenges popular mythology about the liberatory sexual culture of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Making
of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American
History) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jeff Jaco:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A
Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American History) as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Women in American History) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Michael Short:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book The Making
of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American
History) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with this book The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San
Francisco (Women in American History). You can more attractive than now.

Donald Foster:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Making of "Mammy
Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American History) to
make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the



publication The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Women in American History) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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