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A fascinating account of the making, remaking, and unlikely popularizing of one of the most played and
recorded rock songs in history—L eonard Cohen’ s beautiful and heartrending “Hallelujah.”

“A venerated creator. An adored, tragic interpreter. An uncomplicated, memorable mel ody. Ambiguous,
evocative words. Faith and uncertainty. Pain and pleasure.”

Today, “Hallelujah” is one of the most-performed rock songsin history. It has become a staple of movies
and television shows as diverse as Shrek and The West Wing, of tribute videos and tel ethons. It has been
covered by hundreds of artists, including Bob Dylan, U2, Justin Timberlake, and k.d. lang, and it is played
every year at countless events—both sacred and secular—around the world.

Y et when music legend Leonard Cohen first wrote and recorded “Hallelujah,” it was for an album rejected
by his longtime record label. Ten years later, charismatic newcomer Jeff Buckley reimagined the song for his
much-anticipated debut album, Grace. Three years after that, Buckley would be dead, his album largely
unknown, and “Hallelujah” still unreleased as asingle. After two such commercially disappointing outings,
how did one obscure song become an international anthem for human triumph and tragedy, a song each
successive generation seems to feel they have discovered and claimed as uniquely their own?

Through in-depth interviews with its interpreters and the key figures who were actually there for its original
recordings, acclaimed music journalist Alan Light follows the improbable journey of “Hallelujah” straight to
the heart of popular culture. The Holy or the Broken givesinsight into how great songs come to be, how they
come to be listened to, and how they can be forever reinterpreted.
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From reader reviews:
Joni Griffith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff
Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah" is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Donna Barragan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them isthis The Holy or
the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah".

John Warner:

Beside this particular The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of
"Hallelujah” in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Holy or the Broken: Leonard
Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah™ because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Tanya McNaeil:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff
Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah" can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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